
Mary i{ood.
Stonehollow
Bellflower
L to .  67313

C OA.RESPOI{''E}TT AUREOI,AS

She hovers her breast ovetr the letter

gently bussing the bord.ers

vrhere his fingers vrill hold it

fondJ-ing her by foreign maiL

urrcensored..

Rosebud. aureolas touch

and tit l l late stationery

in expectant eestasy..

He sent her a letter with a hole

in the rnid.dle neat

and she asked. How eoul,l you d.o this to me?

He answered. It was easyr



F1ary l{ood
Stonehollow
Bellflol^ier
Ho. 63373

}{lNnxR }foMA$

Inky wells down to labyrinthian

d.arlcnesses with hol1-ows of opaque

not beautiful but fearsome

like snakes in a shoe box.

She girds herself with uncrafted.

and. uniform papers bound b)t wordy

though she ls not a housespouse

her spearhold on treble clefs

cowrterpoints the enemy a

black

pages

women

blanlcet of night stlekier than cobwebbed

coeoong.



Mary Wood.
Stonehollow
Bellf lower
I{o.  67335

H0t-{F0IiI$ERs

Naked and holy they had. been in the habit

of nmnj-ng out to embraee thund.erstorms

with thin white arms and. then

they bought a house.

Now they huddle before the fire

all eozy and. frightened

drinking their stock d.own

blinking vrith each rattle-bang

thinking where to run when the

house

fa1ls

d.own.



F{ary Wood
Stonehollow
Bellf lower
I ' to.  61331

A}}ICTS

ijliminating illusions

eludes the hallucinator

and listening for elues

his ear braxes eloquent

and rvanes with the moon.



Mary Wood
Stonehollow
Bell f lower
Mo.  63731

rROwEt

lomatoes bl-eeding in the sink

and. in the gard.en screamlng

to be plucked. and. frozen

befo:e they go to need..

fhey stain the stony eounters

and seething centers spewing trails

of ginger bread, Hansel/Gretl-l ike

fear is fulsome fragile.

Flaking us want to move baclc to the city

safely sterj-le.



Hary Wood^
Stonehollow
BelLflouer
I ' to,  63333

i,EAKER

Not carlng for answers

she threw out the questions

to people who ansr^rered. with feeling.

With feeling t}:ey answered.

she shoulrLntt ask questions

darentt  ask quesi ions not ear ing,

Her skin Lea.ks indiscriminately.



Mary }Jood
Stonehol low
Bell-f lower
Mo.  53331

TWINS

She ref lects on her mi-rrorf  s d.efects

her image wil l not focus

and. her shadow has disappeared.

Ident i ty- less she embraces her s ister

but is not he1d. back

and sl id ing into reverse

she peers j -nto her-sel f

as if she is an o1i[ aad somewhat familiar

purse found in the attic.

Ar id is the desert  of  her ruind..



Itlary Wooii
Stonehollow
Bell-flower
Irto. 633t3

s.&vlr{c sRAcEs

Anachronlstic brooklets and

eyclical encyclopedias

conspire to effect anatherna

on my eat and. me

and we do not take kindly

to round.about books and. strea"rns

of freakish time,

SacrLficing used. Sritannicas

to und.iscrininating bodles of water

may save us

but I sang a song for thero

and. the pawnbroker is d.eaf

now.



Mary l,iood.
$tonehollow
Bellflower
Mo.  6133,

MO}TA IJISA

Hona }Lsa lie by me

make me f1y so 1ow I see

the burning of the cities

and the axeing of the trees,

Mona Lisa ery for ue

shed a course and you wilL be

enlightened by the empathies

spil led. out upon your knee.

Hona lisa d.ie rsith rse

trire cannot change the enemy

mustntt go so gently

that we don I t protest absurd.ity.


